Pressing On

“Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal,
but | press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.
Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.

But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,
| press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

s followers of Jesus
Christ we have a re-
sponsibility to go on

growing in grace as long

as the Lord leaves us in this
world. Sometimes Christians
can be caught up in the mis-
taken view that we are able
to be “super Christians” while
in this life.

Some phases have been
invented in the last couple of
hundred years that promote
the wrong view of living for
the Lord. We hear about the
“higher life” the “deeper life”
the “victorious life”, and so
on. These expressions are
lacking in Scripture but pro-
mote the notion of rising up
as Christians to a plateau and
go on living at cruising alti-
tude.

The imagery of the Christian
life is of a battle, and we are
called on to “fight the good
fight of faith” (1 Timothy
6:12).

In Ephesians 6:10-17 NIV we

Philippians 3:12-14 NIV
read:

“Finally, be strong in the Lord
and in his mighty power. Put
on the full armor of God, so
that you can take your stand
against the devil’s schemes.

For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the pow-
ers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms.

Therefore put on the full
armor of God, so that when
the day of evil comes, you
may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand.

Stand firm then, with the belt
of truth buckled around your
waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, and
with your feet fitted with the
readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace.

In addition to all this, take

up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all
the flaming arrows of the evil
one. Take the helmet of sal-
vation and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of
God!

Do not give up the fight of
faith because you have not
grown in grace as much as
you desire, but press the
battle every day and the
Captain of your salvation will
fight alongside you and give
you the final victory.

Make this year the greatest
one yet for you as you
advance for the Lord.

You are on the winning side
and Satan is an already de-
feated enemy.

All you need will come from
the hand of a Sovereign God
Who will not allow the en-
emy of your soul to win.
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